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The spectrum of diseases attributed to Bartonella species is
still expanding; so far, four species, B. henselae, B. quintana, B.
bacilliformis, and B. elizabethae, have been identified as causes
of human disease (16). B. grahamii (formerly known as Grahamella) has been found in small rodents, but was, to our
knowledge, never implicated in human infections (3, 11).
Ocular involvement in the course of Bartonella infections is
being recognized with increasing frequency, with B. henselae
being the most frequently encountered species (9, 18). In the
past, ophthalmological manifestations such as Parinaud’s oculoglandular syndrome, papillitis, multifocal chorioretinitis,
and, mainly, neuroretinitis have been associated with catscratch disease (CSD), especially in children and young adults
(5, 18). In addition, various reports have described intraocular
inflammation associated with highly positive antibody titers
against B. henselae in patients who lacked the systemic symptoms and signs typical of generalized CSD (12, 24).
The exact pathogenesis of ocular involvement in bartonellosis is still obscure. Although the presence of B. henselae DNA
has been described in the retina of an AIDS patient, it is not
known whether in immunocompetent patients the Bartonella
species directly cause intraocular infection or whether ocular
involvement represents a secondary (auto)immune reaction
(29). We describe a patient with neuroretinitis and high levels
of immunoglobulin G (IgG) against B. henselae in serum. PCR
and sequence analysis of the PCR product identified the presence of B. grahamii DNA in the patient’s eye.

and sudden onset of headache. Behavioral changes such as
irritability and anxiety were noticed by the family members.
The patient was admitted to the district hospital for further
evaluation. Ophthalmological examination at that time revealed visual acuity of 20/125 in the right eye (RE) and 20/50
in the left eye (LE), inflammatory cells in the anterior chambers, posterior synechiae, vitreitis, and papillitis (Fig. 1), with
macular edema and retinal vasculitis in both eyes. There were
no signs of diabetic retinopathy or thyroid orbitopathy.
On general examination, no abnormalities were noticed;
specifically, no signs of systemic vasculitis were present. The
results of laboratory evaluations for erythrocyte and leukocyte
counts and renal and liver function tests were within the
normal limits, the patient was negative for HLA-B27, a test
for antinuclear antibody was positive with a titer of 1:40, and
the erythrocyte sedimentation rate was 66 mm per h. There
was no serological evidence of infection with herpes simplex
virus (HSV), varicella-zoster virus (VZV), or Borrelia burgdorferi. Her diabetes and thyroid status were adequately controlled.
Neurological examination disclosed no apparent abnormalities; the patient was well oriented in place and time but reacted slowly to external stimuli. A computed tomographic scan
of the cerebrum showed no abnormalities. The cerebrospinal
fluid (CSF) revealed a pleiocytosis without oligoclonal bands,
and further microbiological analysis of the CSF disclosed no
evidence of infection with HSV, VZV, enteroviruses, or B.
burgdorferi.
A presumed diagnosis of viral encephalouveitis was made,
and the patient was given a course of oral prednisone (initial
dose, 90 mg, together with 250 mg of acetazolamide three
times daily for retinal edema). Her visual acuity and mental
condition slowly improved, but her ocular inflammatory disease persisted and the patient was referred to our institution.
On presentation at our institution, her visual acuity was
20/80 in the RE and 20/30 in the LE. Anterior eye segments
were normal, and old posterior synechiae were present. Posterior subcapsular opacities were noted in the lens. On dilated
fundus examination, occasional cells and dense opacities were
located in the vitreous humor; the optic disc and retina appeared normal except for slight macular edema and sporadic
atrophic scars in the peripheral retinas of both eyes. The fluorescein angiography revealed leakage from the optic disc and

CASE REPORT
A 55-year-old female patient was referred to our uveitis
clinic for an analysis of her bilateral neuroretinitis, which was
accompanied by behavioral changes.
The patient had a history of insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus from the age of 35 years and hypothyroidism, for which
she was treated with insulin and levothyroxine. One year before the referral, the patient had consulted an ophthalmologist
because of a progressive decrease of visual acuity in both eyes
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We describe the clinical and laboratory features of a 55-year-old human immunodeficiency virus-negative
female patient who presented with bilateral intraocular inflammatory disease (neuroretinitis type) and behavioral changes caused by a Bartonella grahamii infection. Diagnosis was based on the PCR analysis of DNA
extracted from the intraocular fluids. DNA analysis of the PCR product revealed a 100% identity with the 16S
rRNA gene sequence of B. grahamii. The patient was successfully treated with doxycycline (200 mg/day) and
rifampin (600 mg/day) for 4 weeks. This is the first report that demonstrates the presence of a Bartonella
species in the intraocular fluids of a nonimmunocompromised patient and that indicates that B. grahamii is
pathogenic for humans.
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FIG. 1. Fluorescein angiogram of the right eye (A) and the left eye (B) showing a classic neuroretinitis with an extremely hyperfluorescent optic nerve with discrete
peripapillary leakage of fluorescein and small peripapillary hemorrhages.

moderate cystoid macular edema. The reevaluation for uveitis
included tests for erythrocyte sedimentation rate; erythrocyte
and leukocyte counts; serum angiotensin-converting enzyme
levels; and syphilis, Borrelia, and Bartonella serology as well as

chest radiography. Except for the Bartonella serological test,
the results of all tests were within the normal limits. The
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) serological test was negative. The patient owned a dog and had no contact with cats.
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The PCR was positive for Bartonella and was negative for all
other microorganisms evaluated.
A diagnosis of ocular bartonellosis was made, and the patient was treated with doxycycline at 200 mg/day and rifampin
at 600 mg/day for 4 weeks. On ophthalmic examination 3
months after the treatment was completed, the intraocular
inflammation appeared to be extinguished. Due to cataract
development, however, the visual acuity had decreased (20/300
in the RE and 20/100 in the LE) and extraction of the cataract
from the RE was performed. The intraocular fluid collected
during the surgery was reexamined for the presence of Bartonella DNA. The visual acuity of the RE increased to 20/30
after cataract extraction.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Serological analysis. Within a 6-month period in 1998, three serum samples
were taken from the patient (Fig. 2). The first two serum samples were taken
before antibiotic treatment; the third was taken 3 months after the treatment was
completed (during the cataract surgery). The serum and CSF taken during the
initial phase of the patient’s disease were not stored and therefore could not be
examined retrospectively. All serum samples were tested for the presence of IgG
and IgM antibodies against B. henselae in an enzyme immunoassay (EIA) and in
an indirect fluorescence assay (IFA) with B. henselae as the antigen, as described
earlier (2). In our laboratory, the cutoff values for positive serology were 1:900
for IgG EIA, 1:250 for IgM EIA, 1:128 for IgG IFA, and 1:16 for IgM IFA (2).
DNA analysis with anterior chamber fluid. Within a 3-month period, two
anterior chamber fluid samples were collected by a standard procedure (Fig. 2)
(26). The first one was collected during active ocular inflammation and before
the antibiotic treatment was initiated, and the second one was collected 3 months
after the treatment was completed (during the cataract surgery, when there were
no signs of intraocular inflammatory activity).
DNA was extracted from anterior chamber fluid with a commercially available
DNA purification kit (QIAamp Blood Kit; QIAGEN AG, Basel, Switzerland). A
PCR analysis was performed with the extracted DNA and with the Bartonellaspecific primers p24E and p12B described by Relman et al. (20), but without the
5⬘ restriction site sequences. The PCR product was hybridized by programs with
a 5⬘-biotinylated, B. henselae-specific oligonucleotide probe (5⬘-ATTTGGTTG
GGCACTCTAGGGG-3⬘) (1). The DNA sequence of the Bartonella PCR product was determined with fluorescent dye dideoxide terminators in the cycling
sequencing system (Applied Biosystems, Perkin-Elmer, Nieuwerkerk a.d. IJssel,
The Netherlands). The DNA sequencing data were compared with the sequences
in the EMBL and GenBank nucleotide sequence databases by using the FastA
and BLAST comparison programs with a 5⬘-biotinylated, B. henselae-specific
oligonucleotide.

RESULTS
Serological analysis. By EIA, the titers of IgG antibodies
against B. henselae were 1:1,000 in all three serum samples, and
IgM antibodies were absent. The IFA with B. henselae as the
antigen revealed IgG titers of 1:64 and 1:32 in the serum
samples before antibiotic treatment and titers of 1:32 after the
treatment. By IFA, the IgM antibody titers remained less than
1:8.
Analysis of DNA from anterior chamber fluid. PCR with the
Bartonella-specific primers and with DNA extracted from the
anterior chamber fluid yielded a PCR fragment of the expected
size of 300 bp. The PCR product did not hybridize with the B.
henselae-specific oligonucleotide probe. DNA sequence analysis of the PCR product and comparison of the sequence with
those present in the EMBL and GenBank nucleotide sequence
databases revealed a 100% identity of DNA from the first
anterior chamber fluid sample with the 16S rRNA gene sequence of B. grahamii (accession no. Z31349). PCRs with intraocular fluids for detection of HSV, VZV, and Toxoplasma
gondii were also performed, and the results were negative for
all microorganisms studied. With the second anterior chamber
fluid sample, the PCR for B. grahamii was negative.
DISCUSSION
In the study described in this report we demonstrated the
presence of B. grahamii DNA in the eye of an HIV-negative
patient with neuroretinitis, which indicates the direct involvement of Bartonella species in neuroretinitis and further documents the possibility of B. grahamii infection in humans.
Uveitis, an intraocular inflammatory disease, is an important
cause of severe visual impairment and blindness and causes
significant morbidity in the economically active young adult
population (25). Infectious processes play an important role in
the pathogenesis of uveitis; specifically, herpesviruses and T.
gondii are common causative agents in immunocompetent as
well as in immunocompromised patients (8). The recognition
of an infectious etiology of uveitis is important because of the
consequences of the treatment; while immunosuppressive
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FIG. 2. Time course of clinical manifestations and detection of B. grahamii DNA in intraocular fluids and B. henselae antibodies in serum. *, determined
retrospectively; pos., positive; neg., negative; Persist., persistent.
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that ocular involvement represents a late complication of the
disease (9, 18). However, this assumption cannot be confirmed
by previous studies, because serology was performed mainly by
IFA and no specific IgM titers were determined for these
patients (6, 9, 19, 30). The late manifestation of ocular involvement might be explained by the persistence of bacteria in the
eye, which is shielded from the peripheral circulation by the
blood-ocular barrier. This presumably occurred in our patient.
An alternative hypothesis for the development of uveitis in a
late stage of systemic bartonellosis may be that the bacteria
have an indirect role, in that they induce a late (auto)immune
reaction. The presence of B. grahamii DNA in our patient
indicates that the direct microbial involvement may occur in
HIV-negative patients. The late onset of intraocular inflammation in patients with systemic infections is a well-known
phenomenon in uveitic disease; it is characteristic for herpetic
retinopathies and toxoplasmic retinitis (25). In patients with
bacterial infections such as syphilis, tuberculosis, leptospirosis,
and borreliosis, the late involvement also occurs and is usually
associated with the presence of bacteria or bacterial DNA in
the eye (10, 15, 17, 22).
We demonstrated B. grahamii DNA in the intraocular fluids
of a patient with neuroretinitis who was subsequently treated
and reacted well to antibiotic therapy and who would otherwise
be treated with immunosuppressive medication. Therefore, we
would include bartonellosis in the differential diagnosis of patients with intraocular inflammatory disease, especially in
those patients with neuroretinitis. Depending on the clinical
manifestations and outcomes of laboratory examinations, we
recommend that intraocular fluids be tested for infectious
agents before initiating immunosuppressive treatment as a result of the symptomatology, especially in those patients with an
unexplained cause of intraocular inflammation and clinical features suggesting an infectious disease. Future studies are
needed to establish the involvement of different Bartonella
species in human ocular disease.
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medication is essential for the majority of patients with noninfectious uveitis, this treatment modality may induce a fulminant course of infection without specific antimicrobial treatment (21). The recently achieved ability to detect microbial
DNA has led to the recognition of various infectious agents as
causes of intraocular inflammatory disease (7, 8).
The route of B. grahamii infection in our patient is unclear.
Various animals have been recognized as reservoirs for Bartonella species. B. grahamii was isolated from rodents in North
America and Europe (3, 11). Domestic cats are a major reservoir for B. henselae, and a recently described subspecies, B.
clarridgeiae, was also found in cats (13, 14). B. vinsonii has been
cultured from the blood of a dog with endocarditis (4). Furthermore, studies suggested that not only fleas but also the
human body louse, the sand fly, and ticks are possible vectors
in the transmission of Bartonella species (16). Our patient
described here owned a dog but had a negative history of cat
ownership or cat scratches and had never been bitten or been
in contact with small rodents. The existence of nonfeline infectious sources may explain the occurrence of ocular bartonellosis in the absence of previous contact with cats.
In previous studies, ocular bartonellosis was mainly associated with B. henselae infections; however, this association was
predominantly based solely on serological grounds (9, 12, 18).
The present case suggests that ocular bartonellosis might also
be caused by other Bartonella species, and therefore, ocular
bartonellosis may also be present in patients lacking the systemic symptoms of CSD. The presence of IgG against B.
henselae in the serum of our patient, as determined by EIA, is
probably due to cross-reactivity between B. henselae and B.
grahamii. Cross-reactivity between different Bartonella species
has been described earlier (28).
The diagnosis of human bartonellosis may be extremely
troublesome, since the typical clinical features are not always
present and the interpretation of the results of serological tests
is difficult, as cross-reactivity between different Bartonella species has been observed (2, 28). Therefore, the diagnosis of
bartonellosis should preferably rely on the detection of the
infectious agent or the DNA of the infectious agent in the
affected tissue. As patients with intraocular inflammation do
not have tissues that are easily available for biopsy, diagnostic
vitrectomy and retinal biopsy are recommended for patients
with severe cases that threaten visual acuity (29). However,
these surgical procedures are invasive and have considerable
complication rates (27). Analysis of aqueous humor collected
by anterior chamber tap, which was reported to be a safe
diagnostic procedure for patients with uveitis, had diagnostic
value even for patients with inflammatory lesions located in the
posterior segment of the eye, such as the lesions associated
with toxoplasmosis (7, 8, 26). In the previous studies, PCR
analysis of intraocular fluids was specifically recommended for
patients with early infections (and for immunosuppressed patients), since PCR positivity was mainly found for samples
collected within 2 weeks after the onset of the disease (7, 8).
The Bartonella PCR is usually performed with pus aspirates
and lymph nodes from patients in the acute stages of the
disease (1). A study of CSD encephalitis also showed that a
PCR for detection of B. henselae in CSF was predominantly
positive early in the course of the disease (23). In our patient,
1 year after the onset of the disease, B. grahamii DNA was
present in the eye. The pathogenesis of intraocular inflammatory disease in patients with bartonellosis is not clear. The
direct involvement of B. henselae in uveitis was supported by
the detection of B. henselae DNA in a retinal lesion of an AIDS
patient. In immunocompetent patients, ocular disease usually
develops after systemic involvement has subsided, suggesting
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