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FIG. 5. Genetic diversity of GII.4 sequence variants causing outbreaks in the United States from 1994 to 2006. An unrooted tree was
generated on the basis of 198 unique GII.4 sequence variants (of a 277-nt region of VP1). Each of the subclusters was assigned a name of
the representative strain that was first detected and selected for complete VP1 sequencing (underlined). The number of sequence variants
is listed in parentheses; the years the viruses circulated and the states where the strains were detected are also given. The scale bar labeled
0.01 indicates the average distance by nucleotide differences (as a percentage). The states are indicated by the two-letter state codes as
follows: Alabama (AL), Alaska (AK), Arkansas (AR), Arizona (AZ), California (CA), Colorado (CO), Connecticut (CT), Delaware (DE),
Florida (FL), Georgia (GA), Illinois (IL), Indiana (IN), Kentucky (KY), Louisiana (LA), Idaho (ID), Massachusetts (MA), Maryland (MD),
Maine (ME), Missouri (MO), Michigan (MI), Minnesota (MN), Montana (MT), North Carolina (NC), New Hampshire (NH), Nevada (NV),
New Mexico (NM), New York (NY), Ohio (OH), Oregon (OR), Pennsylvania (PA), Rhode Island (RI), South Carolina (SC), Texas (TX),
Tennessee (TN), Utah (UT), Virginia (VA), Washington (WA), Washington DC (DC), Wisconsin (WI), West Virginia (WV), Wyoming

(WY). CS, cruise ship.

tronic surveillance systems for NoV outbreaks have recently
been initiated. CaliciNet, a network of state and local public
health and food regulatory agency laboratories in the United
States is coordinated by the CDC and allows us to rapidly
detect and link epidemiologic and NoV sequence data to iden-
tify multistate and international food-borne outbreaks. A
global norovirus surveillance network, NoroNet, which in-
cludes data from CaliciNet as well as data from other surveil-
lance networks (18, 26) will allow more timely identification of

increased norovirus activity and emergence of novel pandemic
strains.

The findings of this study highlight the importance of con-
tinued NoV outbreak surveillance as well as molecular char-
acterization of strains to better understand the mechanism(s)
driving the rapid evolving GII.4 viruses, to determine why they
have an advantage over other NoV genotypes, and to assess
whether other genotypes follow similar evolutionary patterns

(16).
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FIG. 6. Phylogenetic relationships of GIL4 strains and proposed GII.4 subcluster nomenclature. The phylogenetic tree was based on 84 full-length
VP1 amino acid sequences, including 11 representative sequences (underlined) characterized in this study and 73 sequences from GenBank. Subclusters
are named after the first strain for which the VP1 sequence was publicly available in GenBank. The time span (in years) that strains in each subcluster
circulated is listed. Sequence name was formatted as follows: GenBank accession number/strain name/year/country. Countries are shown as three-letter
country codes as follows: Australia (AUS), China (CHN), Canada (CAN), Germany (DEU), France (FRA), Great Britain (GBR), Ireland (IRE), Japan
(JPN), The Netherlands (NLD), Sweden (SWE), Spain (ESP), and the United States (USA).
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